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Overview

o What is driving the higher rates of Aboriginal
children in the child welfare system

o Impacts of Child Welfare on First Nations
o Discrimination and Funding Implications

o Update on the Canadian Human Rights
Tribunal Hearings

o Jumping Through Hoops Manitoba study

O Natural Cycles - 13 moons in the face of
mother loss for children

o Gaps in the Research on mother loss among
Aboriginal children / youth

O Recommendations
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Sharp, 2009

There are more First Nations children in child welfare care today
than at the height of residential school operations — by a factor of
three




PRIMARY FORM OF MALTREATMENT BY ABORIGINAL STATUS FOR

SUBSTANTIATED OR SUSPECTED MALTREATMENT 1998 CIS* (N=3,159)

chisq=244.31 ,
df=8, p<.001




First Nations resy
startling Canada
Auditor General

on Aboriginal Ch
Protection Serviq

Link to Canada
AG Report

_ DRINKING
» 4+ DRIVING




WHY MANY INTERVENTIONS MISS THE MARK

Do not address
structural issues — are
individual focused

* Do not address the cause of :
the risk — only the symptom Understanding
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Aboriginal community

e Thus reducing efficacy and
increasing risk of cultural
irrelevance
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How government funding inequalities creates a perfect storm of
disadvantage for First Nations children and families




PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS FUNDS CHILD WELFARE SERVICES

IN TWO WAYS

> Direct services - such as child
protection workers and offices

»Government provides contracts/
grants to voluntary sector
organizations to deliver services to
children and families.
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First Nations Child Welfare Funding On Reserves

o Approx 22% less than what

other children receive.

Two evidence based
solutions remain
unimplemented

Inequity affirmed by the
Auditor General (2008) and
Standing Committee on
Public Accounts (2009)

September 14, 2009, Canada
to appear before the
Canadian Human Rights
Tribunal to account for
under funding
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GOVERNMENT OF CANADA POSITION

Funding is not a Equity and
service Comparator
o The CHRA covers o INAC says funding :
discrimination on services, arrangements e equitable
goods, or accommodation but offer ho e\{ldence to
o INAC says funding is not a back their clcum.
service therefore CHRA o INAC says there is no
should not apply comparator to FN on

o We must demonstrate high reserves therefore no

degree of control INAC has discrimination
over FNCFSA o Need to prove AB funding

not equitable (as AOG has
already found) and
comparator is non-
Aboriginal children in AB



FIRST NATIONS POSITIONS

Funding is a Service

o INAC exercises
significant control/
monitoring over CFS
funding in ways that
affect practice

o INAC has funding
services officers

o INAC directly involved
in child welfare policy

(ie new outcomes
project)

Inequity and
Comparator

Expert reports, AOG and
Standing Commiittee all
found Enhanced Funding
and directive not equitable

Funding not tied to
community needs

Child welfare is statutory
therefore comparator is
other children

INAC even funds FN children
differentially



HUMAN RIGHTS TRIBUNAL PROCESS

Mediation
8wks

INAC declined
so maftter
moves forward
fo fribunal

Disclosure
11 weeks

List of
documents

we want
INAC fo

disclose goes

in March1é

Prepare

Evidence
and expert
withesses

12 weeks

Hearing
Began
September
14 and is
ongoing

Expected
Spring of
2010

anadian Auman

Tribunal, 2006



FEDERAL COLURT PROCESS

INAC
applies fo September
dismiss HR 11, 2009. INAC
Tribunal Winter 2009 Ruling appeals
November decision
o




o Should equadlity in
government services
be usurped by legal
technicalities?

o If Canada wins then
what mechanisms are
available to deal with
government funding
inequalities?

o If FN kids win -

precedent for equality

across government
services




Canadian Government Held To Account For

Discriminatory Child Welfare Funding

o Canadian Human
Rights Tribunal
started September
14, 2009

o Federal government

trying to derail the -
tribunal on legal fnwitness

technicalities

O You can help - be a
withess at
fnwitness.ca




Through Hoops:

Aboriginal Mothers and the Burden of
Child Welfare Involvement
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Aboriginal Mothers and the Burden of
Child Welfare Involvement
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Natural Cycles in Nature and Women




Gaps In the Research




Full Moon Names

DD names d

the Algongum tribe




Full Wolf Moon - January




Full Show Moon - February




Full Worm Moon - March




Full Pink Moon - April




Full Flower Moon - May




Full Strawberry Moon - June




FEUIL BUCK Maon — U

children?




Full Sturgeon Moon - August




FUll Corn Moon - September

o Qualitative researc

grieving 6f have ihey g




Full Harvest Moon — October




Full Beaver Moon - November
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Recommendations
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Family Imtpac:is statement similar to victim impact
statement,

Child welfare systems cannot do this work alone,

Start some dialogues in our communities about how
best to support these children in ways that help them,

Support programs for children,

Sensitize delivers of child mental health services and
child protection services,

Interventions with youth should begin earI?l and be
family- based, focusing on Indigenous values, and
the development of pro-social skills,

Mentoring so as to provide a continuous presence in
young peoples lives,

Personal safety education based on the
developmental stages of children/youth as they age

Families need sum:or’r (advocates) to assist them in
navigating the child welfare system,

Continued qualitative and quantitative research.



The End
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