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AMENDMENTS TO THE INDIAN ACT
L
Important amendments to the Tndian Act with regard to the subject of enfran-
- thiserment and edweation were passed at the 1930 sesgion of Parliament.

The amendmente repealed eectiowe 107 amnd 132, These clavses had been upon
the statutes sipeq 1857 and under them it was found possible to enfrunchise
ooly 66 lndian families of 108 persons sinee Comfederntion or daring & period of 58
~ ¥ears.  As the ultimate objeet of our Indian policy is to merge the natives in the

citizenship of the country, it will be eeen that tlese clavses were inadequate. Tnder
thess clauses, it ook six yeurs for an Indian to become enfranchised, amd the applicant
was wearied by this additioral six vears of tutelame before he was deemed it to hapdle
hiz own property and take hiz plase amopg the citizens of the sountry.

At the session of 1018, Parliament pased an amesdment to the Indisn Act, which
enpbles the Governor General in Couneil to enfranchise, on application, all Tondians
wha hawe ns land on reserves sk who ave willing to aceapt their share of the funds
of the band and to give up any tile to the lands on the reserve. This amendment has
sorved to show that nombers of Tedians desire to tuke the finsl step towards eitizen-
T oghip, g2 o date the dopartment anfranchized 97 families of 258 individusls under ite
provisiors.  There ia forther evidence bearing in the same direction, consisting of
individun? applications for enfranchizement from Indians who are helders of property

The wew sections passed at the session of 1920 give the Superintendent General
power ta make inguiry and report from time €0 fime a5 to the fitness of any Indian or
Indians for enfrapchisemment. and they give the Governor General in Couneil anthority,
acting on such reporiés to cnframchise an Iwdian and his wife and minor snwwrried
children forthwitk, The clauses provide adequately for the protention of the individusl
interests in the lands and moweys of the band. : :

The smendment provides for the repesl of sections % 10 and 11 of the Aet, and |
the substitution of the zectione drafted. The department is thus enablad o establish
a system of compulsory eduention at both dey and residentinl schools, Priee to the
passing of these amendments the Aot did wol give the Governor in Couneil power to
make regulations enforcing the residenee and attendance of Todian children at
renidentinl schools, us the deparoment comld . only commit te a residential sshool when
n day echool ia pravided, and the child does not attend.

The recent amendments give the department conteol and remove from the Todian
parent the respongibility for the care and education of his child, And the best interasts
of the Indiuns are promoted and Fully protected. The elanses apply to every Indian
child vver the age of #even and under the age of fiftemn.
~ If a day achool is in effective operation, as is the cpse on many of the reserves
In the eastern provinces, there will be no interruption of smeh parencal swar as
exists. Where a day echool cavnct be properly operated, the child may be asgizmed
to the nearest available industrisl or bowrding achool. Al ewch echoolz are open to
znspeljhrm wud must be conducted according to a etandard slready in cxistence, A
reagular summer vacation is previded for, and th i :
children are paid by the dennfllment. d the tronsportation expenses of the

 EDUCATION

A total of 821 Indien schools of a1 clesses ware in operntion during the
1 * T £ * YEar,
namely, 247 da;r,l'&E Jmnrdmg, and 16 induscrial. Tn the tabular statements in part I
of this report will be found a lat of these schools, giving the reserve, speney and
provines and the enrolment in each case.

A8 compared with the previous year thers is n decrease of ioh i
in the day s:hool elass, one schonl, which s



